
Minutes 

Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District 

Fall Membership Meeting 

Sunday, October 26, 2008 

3:00 p.m. 

 

Call to Order President Paul Bouknight declared a quorum present and called the 

meeting to order at 3:15 p.m.  

Welcome and 

Introduction of  

Guests Mr. Bouknight introduced special invited guests - City Councilman 

Sam Davis, Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine, and Columbia 

Police Dept. Captain Isa Green, each of whom made brief remarks. 

  

Minutes The minutes of the April 27, 2008 membership meeting were 

presented. There was a motion to approve. The motion was 

seconded and the minutes were approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report Treasurer Amy Herin presented the financial report. There was a 

motion to approve. The motion was seconded and the Treasurer’s 

report was approved. 

North Main Street 

Redevelopment Councilman Davis reported that the project was on schedule and 

under budget. Councilwoman Devine pointed out the project office 

on North Main Street. She said the city would be seeking 

additional funds to continue the project beyond Phase I (Elmwood 

to Anthony.) At this time, it is not clear where Phase II would 

begin.  

 

President’s Report Mr. Bouknight reported the new Coalition of Downtown 

Neighborhoods is becoming a visible advocate at city meetings for 

issues common to all residents of downtown neighborhoods.  

 

Ms. Ellen Cooper, coalition president, said the group is currently 

monitoring several issues: the development of homeless services 

centers at the intersection of Main Street and Elmwood Avenue, 

the North Main Street Project, and a proposed Greenway 

connecting neighborhoods to the Congaree Vista. 

 

Ms. Devine commented on the city’s position on the proposed 

homeless services center, which is that the project needs proper 

planning, community support and a dedicated source of funding. 

 

Holiday Social  The date for Cottontown’s annual holiday social at the fire station 

was announced for Sunday, December 7, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 



Introduction Mr. Jamie Devine, a candidate for Richland I school board, was 

introduced (Cottontown is not represented by the seat for which he 

is running.) 

 

Elections On behalf of the nominating committee, Ms. Ellen Cooper 

presented the recommended slate of officers for 2008-2009: 

  

President – Paul Bouknight 

Vice President – Josh McDuffie 

Secretary – Rusty Sox 

Treasurer – Amy Herin 

 

All were elected by acclamation. 

 

Ms. Cooper presented the recommended slate of board members 

for 2008-2009: 

 

Doug Aylard, Mary Broadwater, Dennis Butt, Carol Finethy, and 

Tom Walters. 

 

All were elected by acclamation. 

 

Mr. Bouknight thanked Patrick Thiele for his service on the board 

during 2007-2008. 

Historic Columbia 

Project Mr. Bouknight reported that the Historic Columbia Foundation had 

selected Cottontown as one of several historic neighborhoods to 

participate in a project to document neighborhood history, develop 

walking tours, exhibits and other historical attractions. 

 

Cookbook Ms. Cooper is collecting recipes for a neighborhood cookbook 

fundraiser. She encouraged everyone to email or otherwise send 

her recipes for the book. 

Public Meeting - 

Historic District 

Designation The following portion of the neighborhood meeting served as an 

official public meeting regarding Historic District Designation for 

Cottontown. All property owners of record within the draft 

boundaries of the district received notification of the meeting and 

its subject via mailed postcards. 

 

 Rusty Sox, chair of the neighborhood’s Historic Preservation 

Committee, explained the process and introduced LaToya Grate 

and Amy Moore of the city’s planning department.  

 



Ms. Grate presented a draft of design guidelines and a draft 

boundary map for a proposed Architectural Conservation District. 

She explained revisions to the map and guidelines which had been 

made since the last public meeting. These documents, if approved, 

would provide a basis for the city to review proposed new 

construction, exterior alterations and demolitions to structures 

within the district boundaries.  

 

 The following questions were raised: 

 

 Q: Do the guidelines apply to commercial properties? 

 A: The revised boundary map does include some commercial (C-1) 

properties. Commercial properties zoned C-3 have been excluded 

from the district. 

 

 Q: Is there an appeals process if a property owner does not agree 

with the DDRC’s decision? 

 A: Yes. Owners of “non-contributing” properties may appeal to the 

DDRC. Owners of “contributing” properties may appeal to the 

circuit court. 

 

 Q: What steps remain in the process? 

 A: A vote by the neighborhood on the guidelines and boundaries; a 

vote of recommendation from the DDRC and the Planning 

Commission, a public hearing and a vote from City Council. 

 

 There was discussion about further communication with 

commercial property owners about the proposed district. 

 

Consensus to Move 

Forward There was an expression of consensus by the property owners 

gathered to submit the draft guidelines and boundaries to the 

included property owners for a vote. The neighborhood association 

will provide additional information and notification to commercial 

property owners within the district prior to the vote. 

  

 

Adjourn  There was no further business, and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 


