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residents have provided input and shared thoughts on these issues. Here are some brief updates
on some of them.

Tattoo Shop - A tattoo shop was proposed for North Main Street near the old Coca Cola plant.
The board notified the city of its opposition to the location. The owners withdrew their
application for a zoning variance, which was required for the shop to open. Continued on page 2.

Zoning Decisions (continued from page 1)

Digital Billboards – In spite of the neighborhood’s opposition, Lamar Outdoor Advertising has
won city approval to convert several billboards in Columbia to digital video displays, capable of
changing images and messages every 6 seconds. This includes the billboard bordering
Cottontown on Bull Street, near the American Red Cross. The signs must be at least 300 feet
away from homes. The city has pledged to monitor the brightness of these signs to determine
the impact they may have on neighborhoods.
Payday Loan Store - The operators of a Cash Advance payday loan store have applied to open
a location at 2321 North Main. The neighborhood opposes another payday loan establishment

Special Neighborhood Meeting
Sunday, August 13, 2006

3:00 p.m.
North Main Street Fire Station

Corner of Main Street and Geiger Avenue
Neighborhood association members and residents are encouraged to attend a special meeting of the

neighborhood association to take action on two important neighborhood issues:

1) Vote on beginning the process to seek city designation as a Design Preservation District

2) Vote on proposed amendments to the neighborhood association bylaws

Details on reverse. Neighborhood association dues must be current to vote. You may renew
your membership or join the organization using the form below.

COTTONTOWN MEMBERSHIP FORM
Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District Neighborhood Association

We welcome home owners and renters alike!

Name:______________________________________________Date:_____________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:_____________________________________ Best Time to Call:___________________

E-mail address:________________________________________________________________________

[  ]  I would like to join the neighborhood association.  Enclosed are my dues for $_________.
Dues are $5.00 for a household.  Checks may be made payable to "Cottontown"

[  ]  I would like to join a committee:  [  ] Traffic      [  ] Historic preservation
[   ] Crime Watch        [   ] Neighborhood Beautification

Please mail this form and your dues to our Treasurer,
Amy Herin, 1402 Summerville Avenue, Columbia, SC 29201.
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Design Preservation? You Decide!
After several years of discussion and planning, it is time for the members of the neighborhood
association to vote on whether the Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District should become
designated by the city as a design preservation district. Design preservation is intended to
protect the historic character of the neighborhood by adding a review process when changes are
proposed for structures and properties located within the district.

What Design Preservation Will Do What it Will Not Do
? Protect the neighborhood’s historic character.
? Make sure new construction fits the context of the

neighborhood.
? Review plans for EXTERIOR changes to

buildings, demolitions, new construction and
signage

? Assist property owners in making good decisions
about proposed changes and new construction.

? Will NOT impact:
? Interior changes
? Minor repairs
? Exterior paint color choices
? Landscaping
? Anything not visible from the public right

of way.

Find more information about design preservation online at
http://www.columbiascdevelopment.com/planning_pz.asp

Board Proposes Bylaws Changes
The neighborhood’s bylaws committee has been working
on some updates and revisions for the neighborhood
association’s bylaws, on which members will vote at the
August 13 special meeting. Complete descriptions and
explanations of every proposed change are posted on the
Cottontown web site at www.cottontown.us. You may
request a printed copy by contacting any association
board member. In summary, the proposed new bylaws:

? Increase required neighborhood meetings from 1 to 2 
per year.

? Increase number of signatures required to request a 
special meeting from 10 to 20 (5% of households).

? Change the current office of vice president to 
president-elect.

? Set terms for offices of president and president-elect at 
2 years.

? Create a nominating committee to recruit new board 
members.

? Formalize the nomination and election process for 
board and officers.

? Formalize standing committees and expectations for 
their work.
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