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The Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District Neighborhood Association October 2007

Elections: Neighborhood Board & Officers

Plan to attend the fall Cottontown meeting

Date: Sunday, October 21, 2007

Time: 3:00 p.m.

Location: North Main Street Fire Station, corner
of Main and Geiger Avenue

There’s a lot to talk about at the fall meeting of the
Cottontown neighborhood association including
updates on proposed development in the area, crime
prevention, historic preservation, city programs and
more. City officials have been invited to be present
and answer questions, and members will elect the
board and officers for 2008. Information on this year’s
nominees is on page 2. You must be a current member
to vote. Use the form on page 4 to join or renew your

Susan and Bobby Creed are hosting a
neighborhood social after the meeting on
October 21. The Creeds are standing in
front of their rebuilt garage, which was
destroyed by fire in 2005.

membership today! After the meeting, take a short walk to Bobby and Susan Creed’s house for
a neighborhood social honoring the firefighters that helped save their home 2 years ago.

2007 Board of Directors

Paul Bouknight (president) 255-8015
paul.bouknight@palmettohealth.org

Doug Aylard
koadoa@sc.rr.com

Ellen H. Cooper (past president)
ecooper3@sc.rr.com

Susan Creed
screed@paretoassociates.com

Carol Hall (vice-president)

carolhall@sc.edu

Amy Herin (treasurer)
aherin@Lex5.K12.sc.us

Carol Latimer-Finethy
imgfxr@bellsouth.net

Saundra Ligon
sligon@usa.net

Rusty Sox (secretary)
soxmoore@earthlink.net

Tom Walters
totalofficemgmt@mindspring.com

You’re Invited to a Party!

Bobby and Susan Creed are throwing a party for the Cottontown
neighborhood after the Oct. 21 meeting. The party will kick off a
fundraising drive for the Firefighter’s Fund (see insert) and mark the
second anniversary of a fire that destroyed the Creeds’ garage. All
neighbors are invited, along with the firefighters who helped save
their home from the spreading flames.

On the afternoon of Sept. 7, 2005 a jogger pounded on Susan
Creed’s door. “He said ‘your garage is on fire!” Susan remembers.
She ran outside to find smoke and flames billowing from the bays
and advancing on a car that was parked nearby. She called 911. The
nearby Cottontown fire station was closed for renovation at the time,
but trucks and firefighters from three other stations answered the
call. “They were here in less than 15 minutes,” she said. “The garage
and the car were a total loss, but they kept the fire from spreading to
the house.” Investigators later determined an electrical short in the
garage door opener started the blaze. (continued on page 3)
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Nominees for 2008 Cottontown Officers & Board

The Cottontown nominating committee, comprised of Immediate Past President Ellen Cooper and
neighborhood association members Toby Burleson and Sandra Billmeyer, has announced nominees for the
2007-2008 officers and board. Additional nominations may be taken from the floor at the fall annual meeting on
Sunday, October 21. Association members will vote for 4 officers and 5 at-large members from the slate of

nominees.

President — Paul Bouknight, 1324 Confederate Ave.,
255-8015, paul.bouknight@palmettohealth.org

Paul is completing his fourth year on the Board, his
second year as President, and would like the opportunity
to serve as President again for 2008. He feels the
greatest challenge facing Cottontown is the preservation
of the neighborhood and its quality of life in a rapidly
changing urban environment. He is a Columbia area
native and a Clemson grad. He is Director of Facilities
Planning and Development for Palmetto Health.

Vice President — Joshua McDuffie, 2417 Marion St.,
960-2670, McDuffieJA@tag.scmd.state.sc.us

Josh McDuffie, his wife Joanna and their dog Roark
have lived in the neighborhood for over 2 years and love
living in Cottontown. Josh is the Geographic
Information Officer for the S.C. Military Department.
He will complete a PhD in geography at USC in May,
and holds an MBA and a BA from the University of
Tennessee. He is currently a member of the Richland
County Board of Zoning Appeals, where he works to
protect and improve the community.

Secretary — Rusty Sox, 2231 Wallace St., 252-4270,
soxmoore@earthlink.net

Rusty has lived on Wallace St. for 15 years. He has
served three terms on the board and is currently
secretary and chair of the Historic Preservation and
Communications Committees. He loves the historic
character, friendliness and “walkability” of Cottontown.
Rusty is employed at the SC Arts Commission.
Treasurer — Amy Herin, 1402 Summerville Ave.,
AmyHerin@hildrethus.com

Amy and her husband Ron have lived in Cottontown for
five years. She has served on the board for three years
and has been treasurer for the past two years. She is most
interested in preserving the historic character of the
neighborhood. Amy teaches at Dutch Fork High School
and is a violinist with the SC Philharmonic.

Doug Aylard, 1310 Summerville Ave., 765-2302,
koadoa@sc.rr.com

Doug was born in Ohio and moved to SC in 1999. He
has lived in Cottontown for 1% years, and has served on
the board for one year He supports a stronger
neighborhood, with more events like the 4™ of July
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parade, where everyone knows and looks out for one
another, making Cottontown a nicer place to live. He
also favors having the city perform its due diligence
when it comes to road maintenance and enforcement.
Susan Creed, 1426 Geiger Ave., 779-4071,
screed(@paretoassociates.com

Susan grew up on a dairy farm in upstate NY. She
attended Cornell University and USC-Columbia; earning
a BA in Psychology. She and her husband Bobby raised
three children and enjoy their 5 grandsons. Hobbies
include gardening, birdwatching, reading and walking.
She hopes to serve using a reasonable amount of
common sense and intelligence. She has served two
terms on the board.

Carol Latimer-Finethy, 2420 Marion St., 256-7415,
imagfxr@bellsouth.net

Carol is a Bishopville native who has lived in
Cottontown since 1998. She is currently serving on the
board as chair of the Crime Prevention and Social
Committees. Carol is interested in promoting a stronger,
more cohesive neighborhood and, to that end, has
planned and executed the July 4" parades, Christmas
Social, National Night Out, and other events to give
residents more ways to get to know one another. She is
also acutely interested in neighborhood safety and
preserving the historic character of Cottontown. She and
her husband Billy are raising two boys, ages 16 and 2.
Patrick  Thiele, 2911 Grace St, 807-3400,
prthiele@yahoo.com

Patrick Thiele and his family have lived in the
neighborhood for 1% years. Patrick has enjoyed living in
two historic neighborhoods prior to moving to SC. In
Louisville, KY he served on the Historic Home
Foundation and in Chicago he organized neighborhood
clean-ups and block parties. Old established
neighborhoods are where it's at!

Tom Walters, 1412 Anthony Ave., 920-0606,
totalofficemgmt@mindspring.com

Tom has lived in Cottontown for 5 years. He is president
of Total Office Management. He is particularly
interested in zoning and development in and around the
neighborhood, as well as neighborhood security, safety,
code enforcement and other quality of life issues.
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Council Approves Protections
for Historic Neighborhoods

City Council has approved a temporary ordinance that
protects historic neighborhoods like Cottontown that are
seeking the city’s historic designation for architectural
protection. The measure, which is now in effect, requires
that any proposed demolition, new construction or
subdivision of lots be reviewed by the
Design/Development Review Commission before permits
are issued. The review would determine whether the
proposed work is compatible with the character of the
neighborhood.

Size and mass, roofiines, front and sidéyse(backs, an. Columbia’s historic neighborhoods rallied for the
patterns of porches, doors and windows all contribute tc measures following an incident in Heathwood in which a
character of Cottontown. These features and others local developer unexpectedly razed a 70+ year old home
reviewed under the cityo6s onalargelotin order to build 9 new homes in the same
space. Representatives from Cottontown participated in the process that crafted the ordinance and appeared
before City Council to request its approval.

Cottontown has begun working with the city to document the neighborhood’s history and historic structures, but
the entire process could take up to a year to finish. The city’s new measure will provide interim protection until
the process is complete and a specific set of guidelines is created to guide any further development in the
neighborhood.

Party (continued from page 1)

The Creeds have since rebuilt their garage and repaired the damage that the intense heat caused to the siding on
their home. They feel they now have a special bond with the firefighters who helped them that September day.
“Until that time, I never had an appreciation for what firefighters have to deal with,” Susan said.

Now Susan is leading the neighborhood effort as a way to say “thank you” to firefighters here and elsewhere
who put themselves in danger to help others. She is especially sensitive to the plight of families of the nine
Charleston firefighters who died earlier this year. “They gave their lives,” she said, “just as those firefighters
who came to my home were willing to risk their lives to help me.”

Funds from the neighborhood drive will go the Firefighter’s Fund in honor of Columbia’s firefighters to assist
the families of the Charleston firefighters who died. Join the party on October 21. You can see the Creed’s new
garage and help thank the men and women who protect our neighborhood.

Dues Change Takes Effect

With the fall meeting, the neighborhood association’s
dues structure changes slightly. The dues remain $5
per adult, but there will no longer be a household rate.
Membership is open to all adult residents, including
renters, and residential property owners in the
neighborhood. Membership entitles an individual to
vote on matters that come before the general
membership, including elections of officers and board,
changes in bylaws, and issues impacting quality of life

in the neighborhood. You can become a member Visit our neighborhood web site:
using the membership form on page 4. WWW.cottontown.us
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Your Dues at Work

Dues from members of the neighborhood
association help with:

Newsletters and flyers
Meetings

Special events
Neighborhood beautification
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http://www.cottontown.us/

2007-2008 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District Neighborhood Association
We welcome home owners and renters alike!

Name: Date:
Address:
Phone Number: Best Time to Call:

E-mail address:

[ ] I would like to join the neighborhood association. Enclosed are my dues for $
Dues are $5.00 per person. Checks may be made payable to " Cottontown."

[ 1 I would like to join a committee: [ ] Traffic [ ] Historic preservation | | Social Events
[ ] Crime Watch [ ] Neighborhood Beautification

Do you have any comments or suggestions you would like to make? Any ideas on events you would like to
see in the neighborhood?

Please mail this form and your dues to our Treasurer,
Amy Herin, 1402 Summerville Avenue, Columbia, SC 29201
or bring them to the next meeting.

Cottontown News Page 4



