v COTTONTOWN News

The Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District Neighborhood Association April 2008

Spring Neighborhood Meeting and Cookout

We welcome owners and renters alike!

Date: Sunday, April 27, 2008 C’O_'LT_O’I!IOiW_N
Time: 3:00 p.m. BELLEVUE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Location: North Main Street Fire Station, corner
of Main and Geiger Avenue

The Cottontown/Bellevue

Historic District
Neighborhood Association will hold its spring meeting
on Sunday, April 27, 3:00 p.m. at the North Main
Street Fire Station. There will
neighborhood activities and issues as well as remarks

be updates on

from city officials. City staff will present draft design gmdellnes for the neighborhood’s
proposed historic district designation for neighborhood input. The meeting will be followed by
a cookout at the fire station. Both homeowners and renters are eligible to be members of the
neighborhood association. You do not have to be a member to attend the meeting, but you must
be a member to vote. You can use the form on page 4 to join your neighborhood association.
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imgfxr@bellsouth.net

Josh McDuffie (vice president)
McDuffieJA@tag.scmd.state.sc.us

Rusty Sox (secretary)
soxmoore@earthlink.net

Patrick Thiele
prthiele@yahoo.com

Tom Walters
totalofficemgmt@mindspring.com

Cottontown News

North Main Streetscaping Update

After many false starts, work may finally be starting

The North Main St. Streetscaping Project (Phase I) includes the area
from Elmwood Ave. to Anthony Ave. The project will enhance
automobile, transit, pedestrian and bicycle access, improve traffic
safety, improve infrastructure and develop the visual character of the
corridor  through  streetscape  enhancements. Anticipated
improvements include roadway widening, intersection enhancement,
addition of auxiliary lanes, pavement resurfacing, new pavement
markings, signage, enhanced pedestrian access (crosswalks,
pedestrian signals, curb ramps, etc.), benches, streetlighting,
upgraded traffic signals, landscaping, utility relocations, drainage
improvements and water and sewer system improvements. Work
should begin on or before April 21, 2008. For additional
information, please contact Ken Wells, Construction Administrator
at 803.545.3456.
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Historic Designation Process Moving Forward

On Sunday, April 27, the City of Columbia Planning Department will hold its second public meeting on
Cottontown’s proposed historic district designation. This meeting will happen in conjunction with the spring
membership meeting at 3:00 p.m. at the North Main St. fire station. Cottontown’s designation by the city as a
historic district would place a zoning overlay on the neighborhood which would require the city’s planning
department to review any plans to significantly change the exterior appearance of or demolish existing
buildings, or to construct new buildings. The goal is to make sure that changes in the neighborhood are designed
to be compatible with the historic character of the neighborhood.

About 30 property owners and neighborhood residents attended the first informational meeting on February 24.
At this next meeting, the city will present a draft of design guidelines that would direct future changes and
development in Cottontown. Further revisions will be made to guidelines based on neighborhood feedback
before a final version is put to a neighborhood vote. The city plans to post the draft on its website
www.columbiasc.net for public comment, so watch that site. If you would like to be notified via email of future
developments related to the historic designation process, please send an email to Rusty Sox at
soxmoore@earthlink.net or call 252-4270.

Summer Fun

Make plans to participate in two annual
neighborhood activities this summer.

Third Annual Cottontown 4™ of
July Parade — On Independence Day, F&S
neighbors will gather at the Marion Street &3
fountain and wind their way through the &
neighborhood. Wear red, white and blue,
wave flags, decorate your bikes, wagons,
kids and pets. All are welcome! The
parade traditionally ends at the fire station
with a brunch for the whole family.
Watch for more details.

National Night Out, August 5 — Turn

on your porch lights, then head over to i
the fire station for evening refreshments Mayor Bob Coble served as Grand Marshall for last year’s 4 of

and to meet neighbors in a show of July Parade. McGruff the Crime Dog and Sparky the Fire
solidarity against crime. Neighborhoods Prevention Mascot also took part. Make plans to be part of the

all over Columbia and the nation take part ~ fun this year on July 4.
in this activity to promote community
crime awareness and neighborhood policing.
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Thank You, Cottontown!

Our neighborhood’s holiday service project to benefit the Firefighter’s Fund was a huge success! The
neighborhood fundraising drive raised $1,000. A ceremonial check was presented to firefighters at
Cottontown’s own Station 7 at the annual holiday drop-in. The donation was made in honor of the Cottontown’s
firefighters to assist the families of the 9 men killed in last year’s tragic fire at a Charleston furniture store.
Many thanks to Susan Creed who coordinated this drive for the neighborhood.

Visit our neighborhood web site: www.cottontown.us
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Respect Your Neighbors — Pick Up
After Your Pets!

Cottontown has some lovely homes with beautifully kept lawns.
We also have lots of neighbors who love to walk their dogs.
Unfortunately, lawns and dogs can combine to leave some

b “unpleasantness” behind. It’s great to see folks strolling the

neighborhood with their furry friends, but please be a good
neighbor and a responsible pet owner -- clean up after your pet!

Reminder: Dues Change

Your Dues at Work

Dues from members of the
neighborhood association help with

Newsletters and flyers
Meetings
Special events

1
1
1
1 Neighborhood beautification

Last fall, the neighborhood a
slightly. The dues remain $5 per adult, but there is no longer a
household rate. Membership is open to all adult residents of

- | Cottontown, regardless of whether you own or rent your home,

and all other residential property owners in the neighborhood.
Membership entitles an individual to vote on matters that come
before the general membership, including elections of officers

and board, changes in bylaws, and issues impacting quality of life

in the neighborhood. You can become a member using the form

on page 4.

Drew Wellness Center |

ssues Wellness Challenge

Have you visited the Drew Wellness Center? This state-of-the-art fitness facility is just a few blocks away from
Cottontown on Harden Street. It offers an Olympic-size pool, basketball courts, a walking track, weights and
cardio equipment, plus a full schedule of classes to meet every fitness need and schedule. Beginning April 29,

the Center is offering a special package

for city residents. For $99, participants receive pre- and post- health

assessments, 12-week medically based nutrition classes and 12-week group personal training sessions. These
services would normally cost $250. Registration is required by April 24, and space is limited. For information
call 545-3200. Empower yourself to develop a healthier lifestyle!

Help Avoid Street Flooding With These Simple Tips
Cottontown occasionally experiences some street flooding when storm drains get clogged. The City of
Columbia offers some easy tips to help avoid the problem during our spring and summer storms.
1 Do not place yard debris out prior to the day before collection
Do not leave grass clippings in the curb line

If you see a blocked drain, please remove the debris

)l
1 Do not cover catch basin/storm drainage inlets
)l
T

Remove your roll cart and recycling bin as quickly as possible after service by the Solid Waste division.

The Cityos ordi
day of collection.

nance requires that you remove

1 Secure any loose items to prevent them from blowing into the drainage system or become a hazard during

heavy winds.

1 Report any tree limbs or backed up storm drainage systems to 252-2911. Report all emergencies to 911.
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2008 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District Neighborhood Association
We welcome home owners and renters alike!

Name: Date:
Address:
Phone Number: Best Time to Call:

E-mail address:

[ ] I would like to join the neighborhood association. Enclosed are my dues for $
Dues are $5.00 per person. Checks may be made payable to " Cottontown."

[ 1 I would like to join a committee: [ ] Traffic [ ] Historic preservation [ | Social Events
[ ] Crime Watch [ ] Neighborhood Beautification

Do you have any comments or suggestions you would like to make? Any ideas on events you would like to
see in the neighborhood?

Please mail this form and your dues to our Treasurer,
Amy Herin, 1402 Summerville Avenue, Columbia, SC 29201
or bring them to the next meeting.
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