
Cottontown News Page 1 
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Join the Parade! 
 

Celebrate the 4
th

 of July with friends 
and neighbors – Cottontown style! 
 

Date:  Saturday, July 4th, 2009 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Location: Intersection of Marion & Franklin St. 
Requests: Bring a brunch or snack item to 

share and invite friends from other 
neighborhoods to join us! 

 

Returning for its fifth year, the annual Cottontown 

Independence Day Parade has become one of the most colorful 

neighborhood events in Columbia! Be sure to dress out in red, white and blue. Decorate bikes, wagons, strollers, 

even pets (on leashes please!) The parade starts at the Marion Street fountain at 9 a.m. for a flag-waving stroll 

through the streets of Cottontown. The mayor and city council members usually join the fun, along with the 

ladder truck and fire fighters from our local fire station. All friends are welcome to participate - living in 

Cottontown is not a requirement! The parade ends at the North Main Street fire station with a pot-luck brunch, 

so bring a dish to share (drinks and paper products provided.) Come show your pride in country, city and 

neighborhood on July 4
th

! 
 

Porch Parties for Nat’l Night Out 
 

Help Fight Crime Through Visibility and Awareness 
 

Everyone loves a party, and we’re looking for a few good hosts to 

help Cottontown observe National Night Out on August 4
th

. It’s 

easy – just invite your neighbors to come over and sit on the front 

porch and visit for a while. The point is to be visible and vigilant 

against crime and to get to know your neighbors at the same time. 

National Night Out is a nation-wide effort to bring communities 

together around the common purpose of preventing crime in 

neighborhoods. Community policing, neighborhood crime watch 

programs, and public awareness are key themes of the campaign. If 

you would be willing to host a porch party, contact Paul Bouknight 

at 255-8015 or email pbouknight@palmettohealth.org. 
 

 

2008-09 Board of Directors 
 

Paul Bouknight   (president)  255-8015 
paul.bouknight@palmettohealth.org 
 

Mary Broadwater 
maryb2020@yahoo.com 
 

Dennis Butt 
Dbutt646@sc.rr.com 
 

Ellen H. Cooper   (past president) 
ecooper3@sc.rr.com 
 

Amy Herin   (treasurer) 
aherin@Lex5.K12.sc.us 
 

Carol Latimer-Finethy 
imgfxr@bellsouth.net 
 

Josh McDuffie (vice president) 
joshua_mcduffie@yahoo.com 
 

Julie Seel 
jseel1@sc.rr.com 
 

Rusty Sox   (secretary) 
soxmoore@sc.rr.com 
 

Tom Walters 
totalofficemgmt@mindspring.com 
 

Visit your neighborhood web site: 
www.cottontown.us 

Mayor and Mrs. Bob Coble led last year’s parade. 
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Cottontown – Officially Historic! 
On Wednesday, June 3, with a unanimous vote by city council, Cottontown added a milestone to its history by 

becoming an official architectural conservation district. Cottontown joins other historic neighborhoods like 

Elmwood Park, Wales Garden and University Hill as recognized historical assets worthy of protection by the 

city of Columbia. The likely long-term impacts are significant: property values in Cottontown should be more 

stable in a bad economy and grow faster when times are good. New development and alterations to structures 

will be more likely to enhance, rather than detract, from the character of the neighborhood, and Cottontown’s 

profile rises in the eyes of visitors and newcomers looking for downtown living in a traditional historical 

setting. Here are some tips for Cottontown property owners to help navigate the new guidelines when 

considering doing work to your home: 
 

 Review the design guidelines at www.cottontown.us or the city’s web site at www.columbiasc.net 

 Discuss your plans with the city planning office before you start designs or actual work 

 Acquire all necessary permits for the work you plan to do 
 

Design guidelines do not restrict paint colors, work not visible from the public right of way, most maintenance 

and simple repairs, and interior work. For more information, contact the city planning office at 545-3335. 
 

Board Notes 
Julie Seel has joined the Cottontown board of directors, 

finishing the term of former board member Doug Aylard, who 

stepped down in April. Julie lives at the corner of Marion and 

Jefferson streets. The board welcomes Julie and offers many 

thanks to Doug for his contributions to the neighborhood. 
 

The board seeks nominations of board members for 2009-

2010. Elections will be held at the fall membership meeting. If 

you are interested in serving or wish to nominate someone, 

contact Paul Bouknight at 255-8015. Members of the board 

invest their time, energy and experience in furthering the mission of the neighborhood association: to promote 

city living, improve neighborhood and community relations and protect the neighborhood from deterioration. 
 

Board member and attorney Mary Broadwater is working with non-profit programs to assist distressed 

mortgage holders. If you would like information on services or assistance, contact Mary at 806-8041. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Cottontown/Bellevue Historic District Neighborhood Association 

We welcome home owners and renters alike! 
  

Name:______________________________________________Date:_____________________________ 
 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone Number:_____________________________________ Best Time to Call:___________________ 
 

E-mail address:________________________________________________________________________ 
 

[  ]  I would like to join the neighborhood association.  Enclosed are my dues for $_________. 

Dues are $5.00 per person.  Checks may be made payable to "Cottontown." 
 

[  ]  I would like to join a committee:   [  ] Traffic      [  ] Historic preservation   [  ] Social Events 

[   ] Crime Watch        [   ] Neighborhood Beautification  
 

Please mail or drop off this form and your dues to Treasurer, Amy Herin, 1402 Summerville Ave., Columbia, SC 29201 

Congratulations 
 

Cottontown Neighborhood Association 
 

Recipient of 

Historic Columbia Foundation’s 

2009 Historic Preservation Award 

For excellence in 

Preservation Leadership 
 

Presented May 4, 2009 
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