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Annual Neighborhood Spring Meeting! 
Join the Historic Walk to Celebrate Main Street Renovation 

 
Date:  Sunday, April 25, 2010 
Time:  2:30 p.m. (Meet for walk at Elmwood and Main) 

3:00-5:00 p.m. (Spring Meeting at Fire Station 7, corner of Main St. and Geiger Ave.) 

 

Walk with your neighbors from the corner of Elmwood and Main to Fire Station No. 7 to 

celebrate the progress of Columbia’s Main Street Re-vitalization.  The walk will begin at 2:30 

p.m.  Once we arrive at the fire station, we’ll enjoy complimentary beverages and light 

refreshments including a beautifully decorated cake by Stephany Ferguson of Cake Art By 

Stephany.  John Sherrer of the Historic Columbia Foundation will speak about the Cottontown 

history project.  Neighbors will have the opportunity to become members of the Neighborhood 

Association, receive updates on news pertinent to our neighborhood, and celebrate our colorful 

Cottontown Spring.  See you there! 

 

 

Neighborhood Cookbooks Are 
Going Fast! 
“Cooking in Cottontown” has proven its 

popularity.  At $15 each, only about 20 copies 

remain.  Join the many who have tried Julie Seel’s 

“Seel Sisters Beef Short Ribs,” or Tom Walters’ 

“Granny’s Dried Apple Cake.”  Who knows, you 

may find your next favorite dish in our cookbook, 

featuring over 150 recipes including appetizers, 

soups, main courses, desserts, and more.  To 

purchase a copy, email or call Carol Latimer-

Finethy at imgfxr@bellsouth.net or 256-7415. 
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Winter Snow Storm Blankets Cottontown 
 

  
Geiger Avenue on Saturday, February 13th 
 

 

 

 

Dean Martin would have called it a 

marshmallow world in Cottontown on 

February 12
th
 and 13

th
.  Neighbors enjoyed 

walking the streets as the snow fell on 

Friday night.  Several snowmen emerged in 

various yards and dogs chased snowballs in 

the field near the Confederate Cemetery.  

The white stuff stayed in yards for a few 

days, but the streets went slushy and dried 

by late Saturday.  With Spring now on us, 

we can only hope that Nature delivers 

another liberal dusting next year! 

 
 

May Fun and Yard Sale 
On Saturday, May 1, the parking lot and yard of Reformation Lutheran Church, at 1118 Union 

Street and River Drive, will transform into a giant yard sale including plants and food, and fun 

activities for all. This is a fundraiser for SPLASH (Students Playing, Learning, and Staying 

Healthy), a six week, Monday-Friday, summer program for about 50 refugee children. The 

program helps them with language, writing, reading, and math skills and helps them adapt to 

their new culture. For more information, contact the church office at 252-1507 or watch for 

updated information on the church web site www.reformationlutherancolumbiasc.com. 

 

 
Dogs Are Dear To Everyone 
The streets and sidewalks of our neighborhood are great for exercising and socializing your 

dogs.  Please keep in mind that the City of Columbia requires owners (or the person walking the 

dog) to keep the dog on a leash or in a confined area (such as a fenced yard).  In addition, City 

ordinances hold dog owners responsible for “removal of any excreta deposited by the dog on 

public walks or ways, recreation areas, or private property.  This includes the area that the 

animal uses in its own yard.”  An easy solution is to always carry some plastic grocery bags 

with you when you and your dog go for a walk.   

 

 
Dog Park Moving Forward 
A dog park is planned for the northeast corner of Earlewood Park in the middle of the current 

walking track.  Design for the park is underway so soon your dog will be able to roam and 

socialize in a controlled setting. 

http://www.reformationlutherancolumbiasc.com/
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Have You Completed Your Census Form? 
The U.S. Census is important not only for counting the population, but for determining the 

demographic composition of areas so local governments can better allocate resources.  Do your 

part to help by completing your form correctly and returning it to the Census Bureau. 

 
Earlewood’s Centennial Celebration 
Our neighboring neighborhood, Earlewood, will be celebrating its centennial on May 8

th
 with 

the “Earlewood Reunion” from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. in Earlewood Park.  Among the many family-

friendly events they have scheduled, there will be a tug of war contest - and they have officially 

challenged Cottontown!  If you’re interested in representing Cottontown in a little “friendly 

competition,” contact one of our Board of Directors listed on the front page. 

 

Courtesy Parking 
Residents of Cottontown enjoy a variety of options for parking their vehicles.  While many 

properties feature off-street parking, many residents take advantage of permit-free curbside 

parking on the street.  If you park on a city street, try to abide by these courtesies:   

- Try to park in front of your residence. 

- Don’t block a driveway or sidewalk - park to allow easy entrance to driveways. 

- Make sure your guests and visitors practice courteous parking. 

- Always park your vehicle facing the correct way. 

 

You Can Help Prevent Crime! 
Petty crimes are often committed as the result of opportunity.  The best way to prevent these 

types of crimes is to reduce the opportunity (or temptation) for a would-be criminal.  The 

Columbia Police Department urges that we heed these tips: 

- Always remove valuable items from your car.  If a thief sees something like an ipod or a 

GPS unit sitting on the seat or dashboard of your car, they will try to steal it. 

- Thieves are like vampires – they don’t like light.  If you can, set up your outdoor lights 

with motion or nighttime sensors.  Flood lights or porch lights coming on will do a lot to 

discourage someone from sneaking around your house. 

- Do the simple things: regularly lock your windows and doors, lock your car, keep yard 

and power tools in a secure place when not being used. 

- When you’re away, arrange for someone to pick up your mail and newspaper, or even to 

go inside and turn on a light or two occasionally.  Thieves look for signs like mail and 

newspapers piling up when they scope out places to burglarize. 

- When you buy big ticket items, don’t “advertise” the fact by discarding the new boxes at 

curbside.  This will invite criminals to consider taking the items from your home. 

 

Police also emphasize calling them if any residents notice or suspect that something criminal 

may be happening such as: drug use, trespassing, squatting, or vagrancy.  Noisy and/or nuisance 

activity should also be reported.  Call 911, or the Narcotics Hotline: 545-3599.  If you’re 

interested in getting free email updates from the Police on crime in Columbia, you can sign up 

at www.nixle.com. 

http://www.nixle.com/
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JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION! 
 

 

Whether you’re an OWNER or a RENTER, you can join the 

  

COTTONTOWN/BELLEVUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

 

 
Dues from members of the neighborhood association help with: 

 

 Newsletters and flyers – if you have something to contribute, contact a board member! 

 Meetings – Spring, Fall, Holidays, July 4th, and more!  Beverages are always provided. 

 Special events like our proposed “Cotton Ball”, and National Night Out porch parties. 

 Neighborhood beautification – plantings at entrances, the Marion St. fountain. 

 

 

If you would like to join, please bring this form and your dues to the next neighborhood 

meeting, or mail them to: 

 

Cottontown Neighborhood Association  

c/o Treasurer Carol Latimer-Finethy 

PO Box  12935  

Columbia, SC  29211  
 

(If you are not sure if your membership is current, please call Carol at 256-7415.) 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

I would like to join the neighborhood association.        Enclosed are my dues for $_________. 
              Dues are $5.00 per person, per year. 

              Checks may be made payable to "Cottontown." 

 

 

Name:______________________________________________Date:_____________________________ 

 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:_____________________________________ Best Time to Call:___________________ 

 

E-mail address:________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Optional:  I am interested in helping, and would like to join a committee:    
[   ] Traffic   [   ] Historic preservation   [   ] Social Events  [   ] Crime Watch   [    ] Neighborhood Beautification  


